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PURPOSE: To obtain a color image reader which can reads a color image on 
a document surface with high accuracy by using; a brazed diffraction grating 
as a color separating means. 

CONSTITUTION: The color image 'reader lights ;he color image on the surface 
of the document 1 by a lighting means H>i. projects the color image on the 
surface of a detecting means 4 which have three line sensors -;a ( -lb. and 4c 
on the same substrate surface after passing through the color separating means, 
composed of the linear brazed diffraction grating 3 separating incident luminous 
flux into three color light beams, by a projection optical system 2. and then 
reads the color image by the detecting means 4. This reader has an adjusting 
means which adjusts the relative position relation among respective elements 
by utilizing the signal obtained by the detecting means 4 when the surface 
of the document 1 is scanned in a subscanning direction with a char, having 
a specific pattern. 
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